Experience in the development of low haemolysis pumps.
In an attempt to provide a pulsatile pump with a low rate of haemolysis, two pulsatile pumps have been developed. These were compared with commercially available pulsatile and roller pumps. The blood flow and the rate of haemolysis were studied under similar conditions. Our pumps were significantly better than the commercial pumps as far as mechanical damage to the red blood cells was concerned. However, we carried out certain modifications to one of our pumps which resulted in a significant reduction in the amount of haemolysis over its previous performance.